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Western Massachusetts OLOC  
Stands Out for a Better World

By Emily Greene, 1946

As January 20 
[Inauguration Day] 
rolled into our 
view, it was clear 
to me and many of 
my OLOC friends 
that we were going 
to need to gather 
our strength and 
give all we can. 
This would be 
necessary to see 
that a better world is possible for 
our planet Earth and all its creatures, 
animals, and people so they can survive and reverse 
what I was seeing happen. Many of us are standing 
out almost every day, including me, in spite of 
feeling exhausted.

It turned out to be a whirlwind as we watched 
DOGE [the so-called Department of Government 
Efficiency] and Elon [Musk, its leader] tear apart the 
wonderful agencies that our country has spent years 
developing. These include USAID to help those in 
need overseas, the Department of Education that was 
set up to make sure that all students—whether with 
disabilities or not—would be served, the Department 
of the Interior that supports our world and works to 
stop climate change, Health and Human Services that 
almost everyone relies on for their well-being, and 
the list goes on. 

As I watched 
all this happening 
so quickly, 
many OLOCers, 
including me, 
started to stand 
out for Hands 
OFF!, not sure 
what our path 
should be but 
knowing that what 
was happening 
was shocking. 

With the many organizations in 
Western Massachusetts that we could turn to 
for support, we started to respond with stand 
outs in our local community, such as at our 
town common. We stood and marched on the 
overpasses for I-91, and, on May Day, May 1, 
joined the International Labor Day Bread and 
Roses Parade and Rally in the next town over, 
Turners Falls. 

Over the past three months [as of May 1], I 
have stood out, often daily, with OLOC friends 
and others to show that we are not going away. 
Most groups are working together for a strong 
response and I hold onto the hope that all we 
do will not be in vain. This is one of the most 
critical times in American history, and we will 
be able to answer with proud hearts the question, 
“What did you do?

Emily, 1946, is third from right.

mailto:info@oloc.org
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The OLOC Reporter is published by  
Old Lesbians Organizing for Change:

An International Community of Lesbian Elders.
	 •	 https://oloc.org/; email: info@oloc.org
	 •	 PO Box 100129, Cranston, RI 02910
	 •	 888-706-7506 (toll-free)
This newsletter is brought to you by:
Editor: Sheryl, 1954.
English review: Sally Tatnall, 1937; Alí Marrero-
Calderón, 1948; and Susan Wiseheart, 1941.
English proofreader and copy-editor: Nancy Krody, 
1939.
Spanish translation: Google Translate via Sheryl, 1954.
Spanish review: María Cora, 1953. 
Design/Layout: Connie Rose, 1948, imagesnatural@
gmail.com.
Constant Contact mailer design and distribution:  
Juanita Malouf, 1953, juanita@oloc.org.
All of the writers and photographers. 

Deadline for the next issue is August 1, 2025. Limit 
contributions to 300 words. Please send Gathering 
articles/photos in ASAP after the event. We will wait.
We may edit articles for clarity and/or length, and 
we reserve the right to decide which contributions to 
publish. Send articles to reporter@oloc.org  
or PO Box 100129, Cranston, RI 02910 (indicate  
“for the Reporter”). If anonymous, send to sheryl@
oloc.org and say it is to be anonymous.

Vision: OLOC is an inclusive, multicultural rainbow of Lesbian Elders  
working in community for social justice, maintaining a Lesbian focus.

To join OLOC online, go to https://oloc.chari-
typroud.org/Membership/Signup.
To join by mail, download the form in PDF at 
https://oloc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/
FORM-Affiliate-Fillable_8-25-22-EN.pdf 
(English) or https://files.constantcontact.
com/e3e24b82801/0270ec22-fabb-4522-ac0a-
66e1916a14cc.pdf (Spanish). Print it out, 
complete it, and send it in! Or scan and email it 
back!

Mission: OLOC represents Lesbian Elders in a spirit of inclusiveness to promote  
Lesbian visibility. We come together to preserve our herstory, to confront social injustice,  

and to give and receive support for our later years.

Who We Are: OLOC is an organization of  
Old Lesbians and our supporters. We are dedicated 
to preserving and enhancing the Lesbian voice as 
well as increasing Lesbian visibility in a world that 
stifles it and threatens to erase it.

National OLOC Steering Committee 
►	 Sally Tatnall, 1937,  Lyndhurst, OH,  
	 sally@oloc.org, 216-406-7208
► 	 Alí Marrero-Calderón, 1948, Bayamón,  
	 Puerto Rico, alí@oloc.org, 510-365-6745 
►	 Michiko Bailey Thorne, 1953, Oakland, CA, 	
	 michiko@oloc.org, 510-325-4374
►	 Patti Kardia, 1959, Harrison, MI,  
	 patti@oloc.org, 734-395-5311
► 	 gypsy, 1952, Sacramento, CA, gypsy@oloc.	
	 org, 281-571-9393

Steering Committee Meetings
The National Steering Committee meets regularly 
by Zoom—most often on the 2nd and  
4th Tuesday of each month at 12:00 P.M. ET.
If you have a proposed agenda item, send it by 
email to info@oloc.org; a note to the PO box;  
or a phone call to 888-706-7506 (toll-free).  
Please indicate if you want a response. 
The Steering Committee welcomes OLOC affiliates 
as guests at its meetings. Contact info@oloc.org  
for details. 

Affiliates: Are you part of National OLOC’s email 
forum? It is a great place to have vibrant  

discussions with other affiliates! 
To subscribe, go to  

https://groups.io/g/nationalOLOC.
If you have any problems,  
contact susan@oloc.org. 

https://oloc.org/
mailto:info@oloc.org
mailto:imagesnatural@gmail.com
mailto:imagesnatural@gmail.com
mailto:juanita@oloc.org
mailto:reporter@oloc.org
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mailto:sheryl@oloc.org
https://oloc.charityproud.org/Membership/Signup
https://oloc.charityproud.org/Membership/Signup
https://oloc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/FORM-Affiliate-Fillable_8-25-22-EN.pdf
https://oloc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/FORM-Affiliate-Fillable_8-25-22-EN.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/e3e24b82801/0270ec22-fabb-4522-ac0a-66e1916a14cc.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/e3e24b82801/0270ec22-fabb-4522-ac0a-66e1916a14cc.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/e3e24b82801/0270ec22-fabb-4522-ac0a-66e1916a14cc.pdf
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mailto:info@oloc.org
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The Gathering is Coming!

DONATE

https://oloc.charityproud.org/Donate

Check Out the Gathering Program!
What is the program for the Gathering  

looking like at the current point? 
This is from the FAQ on our website  
(https://oloc.org/gatherings/) and is  

subject to change.

♀	 We’re offering a pre-Gathering event for 
Lesbians of Color on Wednesday, facilitated by 
Karen Williams; the 2025 Old Lesbians Organizing 
for Change National Gathering opens to everyone in 
the evening; and the night closes with a chance for 
first-time attendees to meet and mingle.
♀	 Thursday, we’ll begin the day all together 
in a plenary with Simma Lieberman, followed by 
as-yet-unscheduled afternoon time later for im-
promptu singing, playing instruments, forming cau-
cuses, and spending time with old and new friends. 
Be sure to bring your talents for the Talent Show that 
night, too (don’t forget to sign up first)!

♀	 Friday begins with a meeting of the whole—
another plenary—exploring ageism, and contin-
ues with workshops and more programs to be 
added. OLOC will provide dinner; next will be 
our keynote speaker, Justice G. Helen Whitener, 
and our evening’s entertainment by Nedra John-
son. Lesbians of all ages are invited. 
♀	 Saturday’s morning plenary will dive into 
intergenerational issues between young and Old 
Lesbians; then we will have additional work-
shops, including one for Lesbians interested in 
creating new Chapters, and another for Chapter 
Coordinators, plus even more exciting activities. 
Saturday night we’re hosting a community dance. 
Lesbians of all ages are invited.
♀	 Sunday morning closes out the Gathering, 
and we hope you’ll take time to visit the Stone-
wall Columbus (L/G Center) and the Short North 
area before you leave for home.

Volunteers Sought for Gathering
We’re assembling a team of volunteers to 

make this the largest National Gathering our 
organization has convened yet!

Come help celebrate our Gathering of Lesbi-
ans by signing up to volunteer, where you will 
get to know other Old Lesbians of OLOC!

The volunteer application describing the dif-
ferent roles and tasks—which may include 
filling swag bags—and time commitments is 
located on the OLOC website at https://oloc.
org/gatherings/. 

Please join us in Columbus, Ohio, from 
Wednesday, August 20, early evening, through 
Sunday, August 24, midday. We need your con-
tribution to fulfill OLOC’s spirit of inclusive-
ness to promote Lesbian visibility. We come 
together to preserve our herstory, to confront 
social injustice, and to give and receive support 
for our later years. Lend a hand and contribute 
in prevailing…

 www.facebook.com/ 
NationalOLOC

https://oloc.charityproud.org/Donate
https://oloc.org/gatherings/
https://oloc.org/gatherings/
https://oloc.org/gatherings/
http://www.facebook.com/NationalOLOC
http://www.facebook.com/NationalOLOC
https://stonewallcolumbus.org/
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OLOC’s Zoom Crew organizes and implements 
panels and presentations, Open House informal  
get-togethers, and support and discussion groups. 
The End White Dominance Planning Committee 
coordinates and facilitates a series of events designed 
to educate OLOC affiliates/supporters further about 
systemic racism and what we can do to interrupt it. 
The Confronting Sexism: Fighting for Our Lives 
series focuses on the oppression of women and how 
it affects us as individuals and as a group.

Panels and Presentations 
Watch the E-News, the website, and your inbox (af-

filiates only) for upcoming events! To receive monthly 
Zoom event announcements with registration links, 
email request with your address to info@oloc.org.

Ongoing Series
Confronting Sexism: Fighting for Our Lives—Topic: 
Mothers and Daughters under Patriarchy
Tuesday, June 17, 3:00 P.M. ET
End White Dominance—Topic: Juneteenth  
Discussion 
Friday, June 27, 4:00 P.M. ET
Confronting Sexism: Fighting for Our Lives— 
Topic: TBA
Tuesday, July 20, 3:00 P.M. ET
End White Dominance—Topic: How I Moved to  
Anti-racism After Living in a White Supremacist 
Family  
Friday, July 26, 4:00 P.M. ET
Confronting Sexism: Fighting for Our Lives— 
Topic: TBA
Tuesday, August 19, 3:00 P.M. ET
End White Dominance— Topic: Personal  
Check-Ins About Our Experiences with  
Anti-Racism 
Friday, August 29, 4:00 P.M. ET

Open Houses
Watch the E-News, the website, and your inbox 

(affiliates only) for upcoming events! To receive 
monthly Zoom event announcements with  
registration links, email request with your address  
to info@oloc.org.

Zoom News and Notes
Support and Discussion Groups
•	 Lesbians of Color Discussion 
•	 Lesbian Widows Support 	  	
	 (contact bethfeckter@gmail.		
	 com) 
•	 Caregivers Support  
	 (contact ruthdebra@icloud.com)
•	 Radical Lesbian Feminist 				  
	 Discussion

If you are interested in making new groups happen, 
joining a group, or supporting OLOC’s general 
Zoom programming—which needs techies and 
planners—please contact OLOCccZoom@gmail.
com, unless indicated otherwise above for groups.

Check out the full schedule at https://oloc.org/
zoom/.  You can see videos of past events in the 
affiliate portal, with resources such as reading lists, 
transcripts, and participant reviews. 

Questions? Please contact zoom@OLOC-
Chapters.groups.io (Zoom Crew events), susan@
oloc.org (End White Dominance), or renagm@aol.
com (Confronting Sexism).

Wanted: Assistant Zoom Organizer 
(aka Dyke-of-the-Details) 
Stipend Available.

Do you enjoy OLOC Zoom events and want 
to see them continue? Are you an organized 
individual who likes keeping track of details for 
an overall project? Are you wanting to join a 
crew of Old Lesbians who collaborate to make 
fun things happen for OLOC? Do you have some 
experience using web-based apps and interest in 
learning how to do more with them? Read on!

Over the past several years, OLOC has 
grown and expanded with more tech-related 
options. Much of this work has been developed 
through the dedication of volunteers, but we 
need help! Therefore, we must recruit a “Dyke-
of-the-Details” so we can continue our Zoom 
programming. We need someone who can 
understand and facilitate the overall workflow 
critical to keeping Zoom events happening. 

(Continued on page 6)

mailto:info@oloc.org
mailto:info@oloc.org
mailto:bethfeckter@gmail.com
mailto:bethfeckter@gmail.com
mailto:ruthdebra@icloud.com
mailto:OLOCccZoom@gmail.com
mailto:OLOCccZoom@gmail.com
https://oloc.org/zoom/
https://oloc.org/zoom/
mailto:zoom@OLOC-Chapters.groups.io
mailto:zoom@OLOC-Chapters.groups.io
mailto:susan@oloc.org
mailto:susan@oloc.org
mailto:renagm@aol.com
mailto:renagm@aol.com
Https://oloc.org/affiliates-portal/
https://oloc.org/zoom
https://oloc.org/zoom
https://oloc.org/zoom
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2024 Financial Statements

INCOME	 TOTAL
Chapter Dues.................................................. 491
Affiliate Dues ........................................... 24,285
Estate/Will/Bequests................................... 1,221
Fall Fundraiser (Sep-Oct) 2023 .................... 100
General Donation ....................................... 5,432
Q2 2024 FR (Mar-Apr)-Visibility Week .... 6,636
Q4 2024 FR (Oct-Dec)-Giving Tuesday .... 7,069
Fiscal Sponsorship - Phyllis film .................. 841
Carpenter Grant ........................................ 22,000
NG Registrations ........................................ 1,000
Sales of OLOC SWAG (T-shirts, etc.) .......... 277

TOTAL INCOME................................. $69,351  

GROSS PROFIT................................... $69,351 

EXPENSES	 TOTAL

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES
Bank fees & service charges ...........................807
Insurance.......................................................1,968 
Internet, Telephone, Telecommunications.......907 
Licenses and Permits........................................200
Office supplies ................................................165
Shipping & postage..........................................979
Software (Charityproud, QBO, etc.) ............2,386
Administrative Expenses Subtotal .........$7,413

CONTRACT SERVICES
Admin Coordinator ....................................19,418
Contract Services .......................................12,025
Contract Services Subtotal ....................$31,443

EDUCATION
E-News........................................................11,486
National Gathering Expenses .....................10,325  
Reporter Newsletter....................................17,503
Special Projects 2024 ...................................4,000
Website..........................................................3,242  
Education Subtotal ................................$46,555

STEERING COMMITTEE .......................20,128 

TOTAL EXPENSES.............................$105,539   

NET OPERATING INCOME.............  –$36,188

OTHER INCOME
Investment income......................................14,618
Unrealized Gain/Loss on Investment..........51,448
Investment fees & services charges ........ –$2,379

NET OTHER INCOME.........................$63,687

NET INCOME......................................... $27,499 

OLOC, Inc.
Profit and Loss

January–December 2024

Wanted: Assistant Zoom Organizer
(Continued)

This position requires humor and dedication. 
Your time commitment is 10–20 hours a month, 
including participation on the Zoom Crew 
itself. You will be responsible for completing 
many tasks related to keeping our programming 
running efficiently.

Yes, you need to know how to use our tech, 
or similar programs. We use Zoom, Constant 
Contact, Google Drive, and groups.io. Do 
not be afraid! If you are familiar with similar 
programs, we can train you on using ours!

Interested?? Willing to learn? Excited to get 
involved?? Need a little extra cash?? Contact 
Mev at mev@oloc.org to receive the detailed 
description of responsibilities.

Wanted”

DONATE

https://oloc.charityproud.org/Donate

http://groups.io
mailto:mev@oloc.org
https://oloc.charityproud.org/Donate
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Chapter News
OLOC Chapters as of June 1, 2025, are: San Francisco Bay Area, California; Colorado;  

Western Mass, Massachusetts; Hudson Valley, New York; Central Ohio; Rhode Island; Vermont; 
Puget Sound Area, Washington; and Online At-Large (virtual).

Want to start a Chapter? Contact info@oloc.org for information.

Western Mass Chapter
By Emily Greene, 1946

Spring is finally coming to our neck of the woods. 
February was a pretty hard time with snowstorm 
after snowstorm with JR, 1943, holding our every-
other-month check-in. 
Due to Roberta’s, 1946, 
incredible work and 
love of dancing, we 
had a tea dance in her 
building’s community 
room, which about 12 
members came to in 
March (see photo). She 
has set up another tea 
dance at a local Arts 
building for May. 

Once again, we will 
gather to march in 
Greenfield for Pride 
day, June 7, and proudly 
hold our OLOC banner. 
Many OLOCers have been standing out for Hands 
Off! and other events to hold onto our country’s 
democracy, and it seems like a daily struggle to stay 
on top of it. We are hoping that National OLOC and 
our Chapter can win this struggle. Some of us have 
already decided to go to the National Gathering in 
August and are so thankful you all do this.

At-Large Chapter
By Charlotte Ellis, 1943

The OLOC At-Large Chapter meets by Zoom 
on the third Monday of the month. It is primarily 
for OLOC affiliates who live in an area with no 
Chapter, though those in Chapters are welcome to 
join as well. We have lively discussions, and it’s a 
great way to meet women from all over. 

Our April topic was festivals. We discussed var-
ious festivals we have been to and let others know 
about ones coming up. 

In the past, we had a speed friendship night, 
similar to speed dating. A woman was placed in a 
“room” with another woman for a short period of 
time in order for them to get to know each other. 
In May, we did something similar, only we had 
three women in each room. 

We also have a sub-group, which is a Lesbian 
book group that meets on the second Monday. We 
have been reading some Lesbian classics but may 
start reading more contemporary books. In May, 
we read The Girls in 3B by Valerie Taylor,  
a classic pulp novel. 

We would love to have more of you participate. 
We also have a listserv where women can 
post things of interest to the group. Contact 
ruthdebra@icloud.com for information about 
joining the Chapter, or the email forum if you are 
already a member.

(Chapter News continues on page 8)

L to R: Emily, 1946, and  
Grace, 1948.

 
 

Connie Barrett, 1945–2025 
Belchertown, Massachusetts

Jae Haggard, 1947–2025 
Outland, near Santa Fe, New Mexico

Passings

See the E-News for more about these Lesbians.

Please consider including OLOC 
in your will if you have, or plan 
to create, one. Bequests help 
keep us going. Thank you!

mailto:info@oloc.org
mailto:ruthdebra@icloud.com
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Chapter News (Continued) 

(Chapter News continues on page 9)

Colorado Chapter
By Elisabeth Borden, 1950

The Colorado Chapter is doing well and 
continuing to add new members. Each month, we 
encourage our members to join National OLOC 
as well. We meet monthly at the Broomfield 
Community Center, which provides us with a large 
high-tech room at no cost. At each meeting, we 
begin with a potluck lunch, some business items, 
and personal and information sharing by members.

At our February meeting, we watched the Karen 
Williams stand-up film, Alive. There was much 
laughter and appreciation for Karen’s brand of 
Lesbian humor.

Our March meeting was to feature the incredible 
Carey Candrian, 
PhD. Carey is 
an Associate 
Professor at the 
CU [Colorado 
University] 
School of 
Medicine, with 
a research and 
activist focus 
on disparities 
in health access 
faced by 
LGBT+ people. 
She is the 
creator of the 
“Eye To Eye” 
photography 
exhibit of Old 
Lesbians and the documentary Just Us, and the 
author of the book Communicating Care at the End 
of Life. In a PBS clip, Carey describes her “Eye To 
Eye” photography exhibit, centering on the voices 
of Old LGBTQ+ women (https://www.rmpbs.
org/blogs/rocky-mountain-pbs/photography-
exhibition-eye-to-eye-centers-the-voices-of-older-
lgbtq-women). 

Colorado Chapter
(Continued)

Carey was called to Washington to help fight 
political efforts to harm LGBT people and so 
was unable to attend our meeting. Our member 
Mary Sanford presented on Carey’s behalf, 
including showing video clips and the “Eye To 
Eye” photo exhibit. 

Our April meeting featured a documentary 
about Audre Lorde, The Edge of Each Other’s 
Battles. This documentary centers around the 
groundbreaking “I Am Your Sister” conference 
in 1990. That conference brought together 1,200 
activists from 23 countries. The documentary 
includes footage of Lorde herself, along with 
candid interviews with conference organizers. 
The film was followed by discussion. 

For May, we planned a historical overview 
and recollections of Colorado-based Lesbian 
newspapers and newsletters from the 1970s and 
1980s.

Hudson Valley Chapter
By Retts Scauzillo, 1953

Our Chapter met in person for the months of 
March and April. We took the winter off as it is 
hard for our members to drive in bad weather, 
and it gets dark so early. In March, we planned 
a special event and it was very successful. Some 
Old Lesbians had formed a group of ukulele 
players. The lead Lesbian asked me if they could 
join us at our next meeting. They wanted to play 
music and have a sing-along. In these times 
when the country and the world are difficult 
to manage, I thought this would be a fun, light 
activity, so I agreed. The musicians played and 
brought lyrics, and 12 OLOC members came to 
relax and sing along. It was fun, and we gained a 
few new members, too. I was very encouraged.

April proved to be another successful 
meeting. After OLOC business, I showed the 
documentary Clambake. It’s about the women  

From foreground left side, clockwise 
around the table: Carol, 1939; Mary, 
1950; Karen, 1944; Tracy; Roberta, 
1943; Unknown; Deb; Mary; Terry, 
1958; Linda, 1949; Elisabeth, 1950; 
Sue, 1955; Janet, 1948; Sara, 1937; 
Judy, 1940.

https://www.rmpbs.org/blogs/rocky-mountain-pbs/photography-exhibition-eye-to-eye-centers-the-voices-of-older-lgbtq-women
https://www.rmpbs.org/blogs/rocky-mountain-pbs/photography-exhibition-eye-to-eye-centers-the-voices-of-older-lgbtq-women
https://www.rmpbs.org/blogs/rocky-mountain-pbs/photography-exhibition-eye-to-eye-centers-the-voices-of-older-lgbtq-women
https://www.rmpbs.org/blogs/rocky-mountain-pbs/photography-exhibition-eye-to-eye-centers-the-voices-of-older-lgbtq-women
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Chapter News (Continued) 
Hudson Valley Chapter
(Continued)
innkeepers in Provincetown, Massachusetts, and how 
they started Women’s Week. Bonnie [Wagner, 1942] 
and I have attended Women’s Week many times, so it 
was fun to view a piece of Lesbian herstory near and 
dear to our hearts. It was about community-building 
and how a group of Lesbians came together and 
created a wonderful event for Lesbians every October. 
We had a nice discussion afterwards, and some of us 
went out to dinner.

In May, I showed LEFT ON PEARL (see article 
below). It’s a documentary about the takeover of a 
building at Harvard University by a group of Lesbians. 
We discussed it after the showing. On March 4 and 
April 19, Hudson Valley OLOC participated in two 
protests to resist what is happening to our country and 
to support democracy. Members of our Chapter came 
together, and we had a strong showing, even in the 
rain. We held signs and represented Old Lesbians. Our 
most recent protest was May 3. L to R: Tania, Retts, Carolyn, Gretchen, Reenie.

In June, we are planning a number of events. 
June 4 is Lesbian Pride, and OLOC is sponsoring 
a concert and drum circle at the LGBT Center in 
Kingston where we meet. We will also be marching 
with our banner on June 7 for Kingston Pride and 
June 8 for Woodstock Pride. On June 22, Hudson 
Valley OLOC is co-sponsoring a documentary 
called Dindigul Diaries, about women living in the 
Dindigul region of Southern India. The filmmaker, 
Annette Danto, will be in attendance. This will be 
shown at the LGBT Center in Kingston and will be 
open to everyone.

L to R: Bonnie and Retts.

LEFT ON PEARL Movie Now Available for Free!
The producers of LEFT ON PEARL are thrilled to 

announce its release on YouTube, FREE for individ-
ual viewing.

For a two-minute trailer of the film, go to https://
vimeo.com/208725169. It is captioned and there is a 
lot of white hair now on the womyn speaking about 
their participation in the takeover. The full movie 
is at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXn-
vesy72_A. It is 55 minutes long and also captioned.

In 1971, classified ads for employment were still 
segregated by gender, battered women’s shelters did 
not exist, abortion was illegal, and a married woman 
couldn’t open a bank account without her husband’s 
permission. LEFT ON PEARL is about the movement 
that changed all that.

LEFT ON PEARL explores a pivotal but little-
known event in the history of the Women’s Liberation 
Movement, the 1971 takeover and occupation of a 
Harvard University-owned building by hundreds of 
Boston-area women. The ten-day occupation of 888 
Memorial Drive in Cambridge, Massachusetts, by 
women demanding a Women’s Center for greater Boston 
and low-income housing for the local community, 
embodied within it many of the hopes, triumphs, 
conflicts, and tensions of Second Wave feminism. One of 
the few such takeovers by women for women, this action 
was transformative for the participants, and led directly 
to the establishment of the Cambridge Women’s Center 
in 1972, the longest operating community Women’s 
Center in the United States. Visit leftonpearl.org to 
learn more.

https://vimeo.com/208725169
https://vimeo.com/208725169
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXnvesy72_A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXnvesy72_A
http://leftonpearl.org
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Affiliate News
How to Declutter 
By Mary Ciner, 1940

How to declutter or reorganize or straighten up? I 
started thinking about this when I thought I might be 
moving to an independent-living facility. I have not 
moved yet. But as I started looking around my home, 
I thought this might be a good time to see what I 
have and then what should be done with it. 

Fortunately, my niece wrote and said she would be 
in Florida, where I live. I wrote her back and said she 
is welcome to take what she wanted for herself and 
for her two daughters. Then I wrote my two sisters 
and said the same thing. They all came and took what 
they wanted.

Now it is up to me to reorganize/part with my 
things. I have started with my clothing as I had been 
noticing that some seemed threadbare. I made four 
piles and put labels on them: keep, donate to resale 

stores (must be washed, ironed, and in perfect 
shape), throw away (of course those would be 
made into rags by a resale shop), and undecided 
(will be a larger pile). Remember that if you 
need to replace items, do so before discarding 
them. 

When I started this process, I did stop and 
reminiscence about the time I had attended a 
fundraiser and, the next day, a private lunch. 
One of the gals the next day asked me, “Did 
you go home last night?” I of course had 
wondered why she asked me. I did have a retort 
but thought better of it. I asked, “Why are you 
asking me?” She said it was because I had worn 
the same outfit the previous day. 

The above is why the process will take a long 
time when one stops and remembers. 

Do write me and others as to how or what you 
have done. [Contact sheryl@oloc.org.]

What If?
By Mary Ciner, 1940

What if I had done some things differently? Where 
would I be today?

Sitting by my pool once, I discovered it was still 
too cold for me to get in. Plus, my legs were not 
ready to deal with the steps. I got to wondering with 
the “what if’s.” If I had not moved to Florida, but 
stayed in Connecticut, where would I be living and 
what would I be doing? Would I be only a winter 
person once I discovered it was cold in Florida with-
out the snow? If I had stayed in Cocoa Beach and not 
moved to Sarasota [both in Florida], what would I be 
doing and where would I be living?

If, when I got to Sarasota and had not stayed in the 
hotel on the beach with the gay desk clerk who told 
me about a gay bar in the next town south, then sat at 
a different table, I would have lived with the friends 
at that table instead of the gal with whom I ended up. 

If I had not switched tables, where would I be 
living now and with whom?

Or, when working, if I had not stood up for 
what I believed in, would I have still been work-
ing? Or, if my grandmother had not left me 
some money and I was not able to buy my first 
home, where would I be living?

Now, if I had not built my current universal 
[accessible] home (one that has a roll-in shower, 
rocker light switches, wall outlets 20 inches off 
the floor, six-inch high toe kick (kick plate/pan-
el) in the kitchen, making the dishwasher one I 
did not have to “bend into,” how would I have 
been able to live in an accessible place, because 
the independent-living facilities I have been 
looking at do not have these features?

Do you have any “What if’s?” Let’s hear your 
story. [Send to sheryl@oloc.org.]

mailto:sheryl@oloc.org
mailto:sheryl@oloc.org
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Affiliate News

Dialogue Etiquette 
For OLOC, diversity is the practice of 

including or involving lesbians from a range of 
different social and ethnic backgrounds, different 
ages, class structures, cultural backgrounds, 
geographies, physical abilities and disabilities, 
and religions. We are committed to an 
environment where all lesbians are nurtured and 
cared for and will not be intentionally harmed or 
disregarded. 

For all OLOC communications and events, we 
are committed to relating within our differences 
while holding respect and regard for each lesbi-
an’s humanity. We envision leadership as caring 
for the whole. And the whole must include all 
OLOC affiliates and guests.

Dialogue Etiquette Consequences
For all OLOC Affiliates, we agree: 
• We each are supported and encouraged to speak up when we

are feeling harm or disregard. Additionally, we have the expectation 
that any facilitator shall pause and address the harm or disregard.

• We each agree to interrupt, disrupt, ask to pause when we
each see the possibility of a lesbian experiencing harm or disregard. 

• The lesbian offering feedback (e.g., her lived experience)
is offering the impact of what she experienced—not necessarily 
someone’s intention. Regardless of intention, we understand that 
this is her experience, and that impact is what will be addressed.

• We each agree to being interrupted, disrupted, asked to pause
by a lesbian who is experiencing harm or disregard. 

• We each agree to seek support when I have experienced harm
or disregard.

• We each agree to seek support and education when
I have caused harm or disregard. (1/05/25)

UN to Draft Treaty on Rights of Old People
By Tina Minkowitz, 1958

Today, April 3, the United Nations Human Rights 
Council in Geneva adopted a resolution to begin work 
on drafting a new treaty on the rights of “older people.” 
OLOC, please don’t let the euphemism “older” deter us 
from getting involved.

The resolution can be downloaded here: (https://
docs.un.org/A/HRC/58/L.24/Rev.1). I will be work-
ing on this through the Center for the Human Rights of 
Users and Survivors of Psychiatry, as part of a coalition 
of non-governmental organizations (NGOs), where my 
main concern is going to be issues of autonomy and 
independence. In particular, that is to preserve the right 
to full legal capacity, and to remain in one’s own home, 
with support that does not take away individual auton-
omy, for all old people. 

These rights have already been guaranteed to people 
with disabilities through the Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), a treaty that 
is nearly universally ratified, and which I worked 
on drafting, as well. Though still an uphill battle, 
especially in eliminating involuntary hospitalization 
and treatment in the mental health system, some 
countries have enacted promising legislation, and the 
CRPD has encouraged development of better support 
practices.

As you may know, the United States does not 
have a good record of treaty ratification, and, under 
the current administration, it is not likely to work 
constructively with UN processes. The US did not 
ratify the CRPD, which requires two-thirds of the 
Senate, despite President Obama’s having signed it 
in 2009.

Despite the unlikelihood that we will benefit 
directly in the US, I hope that OLOC might 
contribute to the work on this treaty. We have 
benefited indirectly from a world human rights 
environment that can support social justice 
movements, such as the one to eliminate the death 
penalty, though it takes time.

Please reach out to me if interested [send to 
sheryl@oloc.org for forwarding]; I would love to 
have an explicitly Old Lesbian collective voice in 
the upcoming process.

https://docs.un.org/A/HRC/58/L.24/Rev.1
https://docs.un.org/A/HRC/58/L.24/Rev.1
mailto:sheryl@oloc.org
https://docs.un.org/A/HRC/58/L.24/Rev.1


OLOC

PO BOX 100129 

Cranston, RI 02910

Print readers:
Time to renew? If you receive email 
from us, watch for a reminder there  
and on the mailing labels of your print 
copies.
If you do not receive email, watch your 
mailing label for your renewal date.
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