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Overlapping Intersecting Interlocking  
Multiple Oppressions

By Susan Wiseheart, 1941

In OLOC, being Lesbian and 
Old are what drew us into the 
organization. Those two conditions 
both cause oppression against us. 
Most of us have third, fourth, or 
even more aspects of who we are 
that add to our oppression. Our 
class, race, physical condition, 
ethnicity, height, weight, place of 
birth, and many other factors play 
into all of this. That is what is meant 
by the headline words. 

All of them influence how we are perceived by 
others and by institutions created by others. We may 
be on the receiving end of oppressive actions based 
on any one of them, one or two of them, several 
of them, or all of them at any one time and as part 
of one or more of the institutions and systems that 
practice oppression, which is all of them.

Also, probably every single one of us is in the 
position of oppressor in one or more areas. We all 
are surrounded by oppressions of many kinds and 
degrees, whether or not we choose to acknowledge it.

Because we want a world free of oppressions, our 
own and others, it is important to understand how 
the systems and organizations that are oppressive 
work and then do our best to make positive change 
in them. That includes [within] OLOC, [among] our 

own friends and families, and [in] 
every institution and system affecting 
us.

We are always making choices 
about how to spend our energy, time, 
and money. Those choices contribute 
to which oppressions we foster or 
work to end. Doing nothing at all 
is a choice that enables continued 
oppression against us and others.
Looking at how we are both 

oppressive and oppressed is useful. Finding 
ways to end not just what oppresses us but all 
oppression is important and valuable. Whatever 
position we are in regarding each oppression,  
we are hurt by it. 

It is important to do our best to address the 
ways in which we are both oppressor and 
oppressed and to find ways to take action to 
end all of it. 

The more we know, the better we will be 
at doing what we can to change the world in 
positive ways. Working individually or in  
groups to end oppression is extremely worthy 
work. It is rewarding, and, when we succeed 
in making positive change, however small, 
important. Keep it up and report successes.

Susan

mailto:info@oloc.org
https://oloc.org
www.oloc.org
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	 •	 888-706-7506 (toll-free)
This newsletter is brought to you by:
Editor: Sheryl, 1954.
English review: Sally Tatnall, 1937; Alí Marrero-
Calderón, 1948; and Susan Wiseheart, 1941.
English proofreader and copy-editor: Nancy Krody, 
1939.
Spanish translation: Google Translate via Sheryl, 1954.
Spanish review: María Cora, 1953. 
Design/Layout: Connie Rose, 1948, imagesnatural@
gmail.com.
Constant Contact mailer design and distribution:  
Juanita Malouf, 1953, juanita@oloc.org.
All of the writers and photographers. 
Deadline for the next issue is May 1, 2025. Limit 
contributions to 300 words. 
We may edit articles for clarity and/or length, and 
we reserve the right to decide which contributions to 
publish. Send articles to reporter@oloc.org  
or PO Box 100129, Cranston, RI 02910 (indicate  
“for the Reporter”). If anonymous, send to sheryl@
oloc.org and say it is to be anonymous.

Vision: OLOC is an inclusive, multicultural rainbow of Lesbian Elders  
working in community for social justice, maintaining a Lesbian focus.

To join OLOC online, go to https://oloc.chari-
typroud.org/Membership/Signup.
To join by mail, download the form in PDF at 
https://oloc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/
FORM-Affiliate-Fillable_8-25-22-EN.pdf 
(English) or https://files.constantcontact.
com/e3e24b82801/0270ec22-fabb-4522-ac0a-
66e1916a14cc.pdf (Spanish). Print it out, 
complete it, and send it in!

Mission: OLOC represents Lesbian Elders in a spirit of inclusiveness to promote  
Lesbian visibility. We come together to preserve our herstory, to confront social injustice,  

and to give and receive support for our later years.

Who We Are: OLOC is an organization of  
Old Lesbians and our supporters. We are dedicated 
to preserving and enhancing the Lesbian voice as 
well as increasing Lesbian visibility in a world that 
stifles it and threatens to erase it.

National OLOC Steering Committee 
►	 Sally Tatnall, 1937,  Lyndhurst, OH,  
	 sally@oloc.org, 216-406-7208
► 	 Alí Marrero-Calderón, 1948, Bayamón,  
	 Puerto Rico, alí@oloc.org, 510-365-6745 
►	 Michiko Bailey Thorne, 1953, Oakland, CA, 	
	 michiko@oloc.org, 510-325-4374
► 	 gypsy, 1952, Sacramento, CA, gypsy@oloc.	
	 org, 281-571-9393
►	 Patti Kardia, 1959, Harrison, MI,  
	 patti@oloc.org, 734-395-5311

Steering Committee Meetings
The National Steering Committee meets regularly 
by Zoom—most often on the 2nd and  
4th Tuesday of each month at 12:00 P.M. ET.
If you have a proposed agenda item, send it by 
email to info@oloc.org; a note to the PO box;  
or a phone call to 888-706-7506 (toll-free).  
Please indicate if you want a response. 
The Steering Committee welcomes OLOC affiliates 
as guests at its meetings. Contact info@oloc.org  
for details. 

Affiliates: Are you part of National OLOC’s email 
forum? It is a great place to have vibrant  

discussions with other affiliates! 
To subscribe, go to  

https://groups.io/g/nationalOLOC.
If you have any problems,  
contact susan@oloc.org. 
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OLOC Dialogue Etiquette and Consequences
To all OLOC Affiliates:
The Steering Committee has approved a new Dialogue Etiquette which are  
some things to keep in mind when we are together, virtually as well as  
physically gathered. We do not want to offend anyone with our behavior or  
our words. 
It took well over a year to craft the ideal message, discussing many  
iterations. We borrowed text from other organizations and from fellow 
OLOC affiliates. It started as a paragraph and then the later iteration was  
too long. During the deliberations it seemed that there was not a version  
that all of us agreed upon. We have now agreed on the one that we are  
sending you now. We hope that you do agree with this version as well. 
The Steering Committee and the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee  
are distributing this new OLOC Dialogue Etiquette and Consequences to all  
the OLOC working committees, Chapter Coordinators, and managers of  
our discussion groups. The Dialogue Etiquette Statement and  
Consequences will be read at the beginning of each ZOOM session,  
discussion groups, and workshops at the National Gatherings. This will also  
be posted on the Zoom events invitations, in the E-News and Reporter,  
and on our website.
If you have any questions or comments please feel free to contact gypsy at  
tnasus@hotmail.com AND Patty O’Donnell at pattytothepines@gmail.com.

Dialogue Etiquette 
For OLOC, diversity is the practice of 
including or involving lesbians from a range 
of different social and ethnic backgrounds, 
different ages, class structures, cultural 
backgrounds, geographies, physical abilities 
and disabilities, and religions. We are 
committed to an environment where all 
lesbians are nurtured and cared for and will 
not be intentionally harmed or disregarded. 
For all OLOC communications and events, 
we are committed to relating within our 
differences while holding respect and regard 
for each lesbian’s humanity. We envision 
leadership as caring for the whole. And the 
whole must include all OLOC affiliates and 
guests.

Dialogue Etiquette Consequences
For all OLOC Affiliates, we agree: 
• We each are supported and encouraged to speak up when 
we are feeling harm or disregard. Additionally, we have the 
expectation that any facilitator shall pause and address the 
harm or disregard.
• We each agree to interrupt, disrupt, ask to pause when we 
each see the possibility of a lesbian experiencing harm or 
disregard. 
• The lesbian offering feedback (e.g., her lived experience) is 
offering the impact of what she experienced—not necessarily 
someone’s intention. Regardless of intention, we understand 
that this is her experience, and that impact is what will be 
addressed.
• We each agree to being interrupted, disrupted, asked to 
pause by a lesbian who is experiencing harm or disregard. 
• We each agree to seek support when I have experienced 
harm or disregard.
• We each agree to seek support and education when I have 
caused harm or disregard. (1/05/25)

mailto:tnasus@hotmail.com
mailto:pattytothepines@gmail.com
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The Zoom Crew organizes and implements panels 
and presentations, Open House informal  
get-togethers, and support and discussion groups. 
The End White Dominance Planning Committee 
coordinates and facilitates a series of events designed 
to educate OLOC affiliates/supporters further about 
systemic racism and what we can do to interrupt it. 
The Confronting Sexism: Fighting for Our Lives 
series focuses on the oppression of women and how 
it affects us as individuals and as a group.

Panels and Presentations 
Watch the E-News, the website, and your inbox for 

upcoming events! To receive monthly Zoom event 
announcements, email request with your address to 
info@oloc.org.

Ongoing Series
Confronting Sexism: Fighting for Our Lives
No meeting in March.
End White Dominance—Topic: Women’s Herstory 
Month: Violence against Women of Color
Friday, March 28, 4:00 P.M. ET
Confronting Sexism: Fighting for Our Lives— 
Topic: TBA
Tuesday, April 15, 3:00 P.M. ET
End White Dominance—Topic: Anti-Racist Work: 
TBA
Friday, April 26, 4:00 P.M. ET
Confronting Sexism: Fighting for Our Lives— 
Topic: TBD
Tuesday, May 20, 3:00 P.M. ET
End White Dominance— Topic: Democracy Existed 
on This Land Before Columbus: Sally Roesch 
Wagner  
Friday, May 23, 4:00 P.M. ET

Open Houses
Watch the E-News, the website, and your inbox for 

upcoming events! To receive monthly Zoom event 
announcements, email request with your address to 
info@oloc.org.

Zoom News and Notes
Support and Discussion Groups
• Lesbians of Color Discussion
• Lesbian Widows Support

(contact bethfeckter@gmail.
com)

• Caregivers Support (new
group starting soon)

• Radical Lesbian Feminist
Discussion

If you are interested in making new groups happen, 
joining a group, or supporting OLOC’s general 
Zoom programming—which needs techies and 
planners—please contact OLOCccZoom@gmail.
com.

Check out the full schedule at https://oloc.org/
zoom/.  You can see videos of past events in the 
affiliate portal, with resources such as reading lists, 
transcripts, and participant reviews. 

Questions? Please contact zoom@OLOC-
Chapters.groups.io (Zoom Crew events), susan@
oloc.org (End White Dominance), or renagm@aol.
com (Confronting Sexism).

Study Participants Sought
If you are 60+ and living with memory concerns 
or mild cognitive impairment, this may interest 
you. Nik M. Lampe, Principal Investigator, 
University of South Florida, is conducting 
60-minute Zoom or telephone interviews with
L/G individuals who meet these criteria, as well
as 60-minute virtual interviews with family
members, and 20-minute virtual interviews with
licensed clinicians. The study aims to understand
the behavioral health and healthcare needs of this
population.
Participants will receive a $125 Amazon e-gift 
card. If you or someone you know is interested 
in enrolling or needs more information, please 
contact Nik at lgbtaging@usf.edu or text/phone 
813-485-5520. The deadline is May 15.
This research has been approved by the University 
of South Florida Institutional Review Board and 
by Sharon Raphael, 1941, OLOC’s Research 
Gatekeeper.
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Old Lesbians Write
These two articles were sent in 2022 but never published, so you can enjoy them now!

They Were Here First
By Jean Taylor, 1944

Over the past two years in Naarm Melbourne 
[Australia], during the longest lockdown in the 
world, our small garden in Bulleke-bec was 
decimated by the resident possum in a way that had 
never happened before. I rang [called] [a possum 
information line] and found out that the possums 
in Naarm were starving and were staying alive by 
eating anything, such as the bark of the peach trees 
and the leaves of the lemon tree, till our garden had 
started to resemble a waste land. There was nothing 
to be done, I was told, because as a protected 
territorial native animal, we couldn’t even move it 
away.

I finally came to the conclusion: as the possum 
was here first, in the sense that it was an indigenous 
native animal in the way that I wasn’t, then I had no 
right to move it on even if I could. Besides, as the 

possum was clearly starving, then the least I can 
do was let it eat its way through the garden if this 
helped keep it alive.

We Invaders have lived in Australia since 1788. 
During that time, we have stolen and wrecked the 
land, done our very worst by clearing whole areas 
of all flora and fauna, and most heinously of all, 
have, with murderous intent, killed thousands of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. We 
also decimated their culture and language and 
assumed an ownership and colonisation of the 
whole country that is to everyone’s detriment.

This year, the possum is no longer starving, and 
the garden has rejuvenated somewhat. But it’s a 
reminder that even at the best of times, because 
their usual food supply was cut down to clear the 
land for habitation by the European invaders, most 
of the native birds and animals are forced to eat 
whatever is available.

Movie Review: Grandma
By Sharon Raphael, 1941

Grandma is the title of a movie that stars Lily 
Tomlin as an Old Dyke—around age 70, I’d 
guess—a former academic who was known for 
her feminist poetry. It takes place in Northern 
California. The viewer finds “Lily” in an early 
scene breaking up with a younger lover in her 
late 20s, who leaves the house. Then there is a 
knock on her door. It is another pretty young 
woman, calling out “Grandma.” The viewer 
learns “Lily’s” granddaughter needs an abortion 
and wants Grandma to pay for it. What follows is 
a series of meetings with people who have played 
a past part in Grandma’s (Lily’s) life. 

The movie came out in 2015, and I saw it 
around then and again now in 2022. It is still so 
relevant, a perfect comedy with a serious theme. 

Lily’s acting performance is just so fine and the 
reason I was drawn in for a second time. It felt so 
good to see Lily Tomlin, like seeing an old friend. 
Seeing Lily (I have met her several times in a group 
setting) and this particular production helped me 
forget COVID-19, the war in Ukraine, the current 
awful things going on in US politics, little worries 
that concern all of us in our 80s. And at the same 
time, this film handled the relevant issue of abortion 
in a very human and woman-centered way. I thought 
Grandma was a perfect movie. It is free to watch at 
https://tubitv.com/movies/651078/grandma and 
other sites. So, if you can, see it. It made me feel 
mellow.

https://tubitv.com/movies/651078/grandma
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This is What . . .
ALIX

ANGELA AND 
JENNIFER

CAROLYN

DONNA AND 
GLORIA

ALI AND  
DORIS DIANE

ELANA

BONNIE AND 
RETTS
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JOYCE

KATHY AND 
CHERNAH

LUCY AND 
GAIL

PAT AND 
FRIEND

VICKI

OLGA

IRENE

. . . an Old Lesbian Looks Like!
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Chapter News
OLOC Chapters as of March 1, 2025, are: San Francisco Bay Area, California; Colorado;  

Western Mass, Massachusetts; Hudson Valley, New York; Central Ohio; Rhode Island; Vermont; 
Puget Sound Area, Washington; and Online At-Large (virtual).
Want to start a Chapter? Contact info@oloc.org for information.

Western Mass Chapter
By Emily Greene, 1946

As I look outside my window, we 
are blanketed with five inches of white 
snowy winter wonderland, along with 
frigid temps in the teens. We had our 
Winter Solstice gathering with potluck 
lunch, lots of socializing, and a surprise 
birthday cake for Roberta Pato, 1946, 
whose birthday is December 25 for 
this good Jewish woman. As the picture 
shows, Roberta is always so humble 
and giving and so deserving of that hug. 
She tirelessly works to have a place for 
OLOC events to happen and has been 
introducing me to new hikes in the 
Northampton area for over six months. JR, 1943, 
will carry on a check-in hour every other month.

January 3 rang in the new year with a “surprise” 
unannounced showing of the Lesbian Connection 
panel, online, from its 50th birthday party in Sep-
tember. It is our usual time to get others to help us 
set up some programs for the new year. With my 
town of Greenfield now hosting a Lesbian tea dance 
the first Sunday of each month, we decided to see 
how many other OLOCers would join us on March 
2. We only planned a group tour for the Emily Dick-
inson Museum in June and a picnic for July. We are
leaving August open for those who want to go to
the OLOC National Gathering. I am hoping to go to
that, as it’s been way too long since I’ve seen many
of you from the National group.

May this be the year we see our visions come true. 

At-Large Chapter
By Nina Zasorin, 1943

The At-Large Chapter met on the third Monday 
of January 2025 7:00 P.M. ET 4:00 PT. We 
discussed having biennial Gatherings alternate 
between virtual and in-person, so that members 
who live far from the Gathering would not be 
unduly financially burdened getting to it or not 
being able to attend.

Many of us felt that much of the joy of the 
Gatherings was in meeting and spending time 
with OLOC women in person. Therefore, hybrid 
Gatherings were discussed, which would require 
not only the organization of the in-person  

(At-Large News continues on page 9)

Photos taken and layout designed by Laura Kaye, 1945. 
On left, L to R: Peggy, 1948; Grace, 1948; Mary, 1957;  
Anne M., 1956. On right top, L to R: Roberta, 1946, and  
Emily, 1946, as I hugged her for her birthday, which is 

December 25. Right bottom, L to R: JR, 1943; Wraye, 1941; 
Sheryl D., 1958 (slightly hidden); Anne P., 1943;  

Roberta, 1946.  Not in photo: Maureen, 1945.

DONATE

https://oloc.charityproud.org/Donate
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https://oloc.charityproud.org/Donate
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Chapter News (continued) 

(Chapter News continues on page 10)

At-Large Chapter (continued) 
Gatherings but also the virtual ones. The virtual 
attendees would miss attending plenary sessions, 
workshops, films, music, comedy, memorials, 
singles groups, and dining and dancing together. If 
we only gathered in person every four years, some 
of the old-old among us might not even make it to 
the next in-person event. 

We talked about asking every attendee [who can] 
to work to defray the cost of the Gatherings. There 
would be opportunities to register women, answer 
questions, generally keep things running smoothly, 
and to arrive early and help with set-up or stay late 
on the last day to assist with break-down. Several 
members said that working together at events in the 
past, such as the Gatherings, the National Women’s 
Music Festival, and other festivals had been for 
them the high points of their trips because it 
brought them into closer contact with more women 
and made them feel as if they were at the heart of 
the events. 

The next At-Large meeting was on the third 
Monday in February and was a Speed-Friending 
event. The February Book Club meeting featured 
Choosing Yellowstone, one of many books by 
OLOCian Carol Anne Douglas, 1946. On March 
10, we will discuss Friendly Young Ladies by Mary 
Renault.

Colorado Chapter
By Elisabeth Borden, 1950

First, the past year has been good for the 
Colorado Chapter. We are excited that we have 
gotten about 10 new members. Also, we have 
expanded our [Chapter] steering committee to 
add three new members. This brings us to seven 
women, allowing for more points of view, ideas, 
and help in planning and facilitation. Welcome 
Tracy, 1964; Mishawn, 1964; and Mary, 1950, 
to the steering committee. Continuing members 
are Connie, 1946; Sue, 1955; Janet, 1948; and 
Elisabeth, 1950.

Brrr, it was cold and too snowy to risk driving, so 
our November meeting was cancelled.

In December, we held our annual holiday party 

(see photos), with delicious catered lunch, decorations, 
and home-baked cookies and other desserts provided 
by the steering committee. Many thanks to Connie, 
1946, for all her work with the caterers and set-up. We 
enjoyed much socializing and had a trivia quiz with 
prizes (including OLOC t-shirts).

We called our January meeting “New Beginnings,” 
introducing our new steering committee members, 
sharing our activism as individuals, and discussing pro-
gram ideas for the rest of 2025. As always, our meet-
ings start with a potluck lunch, a bit of business, and 
having members share anything going on in their lives 
they wish to share. Some of the activism that mem-
bers are involved with or events that were announced 
include: The People’s March, active membership in 
ACLU, immigration issues, and two different progres-
sive churches supporting LGBTQ+ and transgender 
families. Program ideas for 2025 included: an Audre 
Lorde documentary film and discussion, Lesbians in 
WWII, Lesbian book updates, more discussion of ac-
tivism opportunities, and other interesting speakers. 

Some of us will be able to attend the National OLOC 
Gathering in Columbus [Ohio] in August and we look 
forward to talking with women from other Chapters, 
learning, and dancing!

L to R: 
Terry, 1958, 
and  
Carol, 1939.

L to R: Karen, 1944; Mary, 1950; Sue, 1955;  
Elisabeth, 1950; Kathy, 1947; Brangwyn, 1944.



P-10

Chapter News (continued) 

Old Lesbians Write Our Stories

Hudson Valley Chapter
By Retts Scauzillo, 1953
Hudson Valley OLOC: What’s New?

We have not been meeting during the winter 
months, because it’s too cold and dark for OLD 
LESBIANS to drive. We are thinking about 
rescheduling our meetings to the afternoon. We are 
showing a documentary film on March 9 at the 
LGBTQ+ Community Center in Kingston where 
we meet. It will be co-sponsored by Hudson Valley 
OLOC and the Center. We are very excited about 
this as it will be open to everyone. Of course, we 
have done events before that were open to everyone 
but usually only Lesbians attend. But we can hope. 
Isn’t it interesting that events such as a documentary 
film about women are not at all interesting to men, 
gay or trans? Yet I have gone to events about men 
and so have other Lesbians I know.

We are also planning a women’s dance at the 
Center in either March or April. We would 
advertise it for women and their friends, but, as I 
said, I’m not worried that men would attend. It’s 
never happened in the past. But since the event 
will be at the LGBTQ+ Center, we must open it 
to all.

I am disappointed that most Lesbians in the 
Hudson Valley who are OLOC members do 
not attend the Zooms. Try as Bonnie [Wagner, 
1942] and I do, we can’t seem to get Lesbians 
to join National OLOC, and, if they do, most do 
not attend the Zooms. I feel as if the Chapters 
in OLOC are slowly disappearing, except for 
Western Mass and Rhode Island, and, I believe, 
the Bay Area. 

I don’t have to say this, but these are hard 
times for Lesbians in this country and we need 
each other more than ever!!!

Film information: www.dindiguldiaries.com. 
The filmmaker is a Lesbian, Annette Danto.

Living in My 80s
By Charlotte Ellis, 1943

I never thought I’d live to be 80 but here I am at 
81. My mother passed away at 72 and her mother 
and sister also died fairly young. I also never 
expected to retire; just thought I’d work until I 
died. However, by the time I was 75 it was just 
getting to be hard to get up every day to go to work. 
Fortunately, I never felt any age discrimination at 
work. 

I used to worry a lot about what people thought 
about me but now that I’m in my 80s I really 
don’t care anymore. I feel free to say and do 
whatever I want. I used to be terribly shy but now 
I’ll talk to anyone. I keep busy all the time now 
that I’m retired. I’ve made a lot of new friends. 
Unfortunately, they are mostly straight women but 
interesting ones. It’s so nice to be able to make 
my own schedule. I can go out somewhere or just 
stay home and read a book. In some ways I’m the 
happiest I’ve ever been. 

On the other hand, I know my time is limited. I 
need to do anything I want to do soon. Though I’m 
in fairly good health my body has limitations and 
I can’t do all the things I used to do. Travel has 
always been one of my passions. I’m glad I was 
able to travel a lot when I was young as I just don’t 
feel up to a long trip now. I’ll never get to some 
places I’d like to go. 

I’ve come to the sad conclusion I’ll most likely 
never be in a relationship again. It’s just too hard in 
your 80s to find a partner. Fortunately, I have good 
Lesbian friends, both single and coupled. I do miss 
the vibrant Lesbian community we used to have. 
I’m thankful to OLOC for keeping us Old Lesbians 
in touch with others all over the world. 

 www.facebook.com/ 
NationalOLOC

http://www.dindiguldiaries.com
http://www.facebook.com/NationalOLOC
http://www.facebook.com/NationalOLOC
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Laraine “Lori” Kleinman, 1947–2023 
Manhattan, New York

Edwina Lee Tyler, 1944–2024 
Harlem, New York

Cathy Cade, 1942–2024 
Berkeley, California

Nadya Disend, 1948–2024 
Oakland, California

Nikki Giovanni, 1943–2024 
Blacksburg, Virginia

Selma Miriam, 1935–2025 
Bridgeport, Connecticut

See the E-News for more about these Lesbians.

Passings

Building Lesbian Community for FiLiA2025
Who is FiLiA?
‘FiLiA’ means daughter; we are the daughters of the 
women who came before us and we fight so that our 
sisters and daughters may be free. FiLiA’s vision is 
a world free from patriarchy, where all women and 
girls are liberated. Our mission is to contribute to the 
women’s liberation movement by:

• Building sisterhood and solidarity (locally,
nationally, globally)

• Amplifying the voices of women (particularly
those less often heard or purposefully silenced)

• Defending women’s human rights

Our volunteer team has organised a feminist 
conference since 2013. Evolving quickly into a 
two-day international event, FiLiA reflects women’s 
desire to gather, building and strengthening the 
women’s liberation movement. FiLiA has platformed 
women from 49 countries so far. The FiLiA 
conference provides an opportunity to highlight 
the vast amount of work and activism being done 
by women for women. In coming together, we 
contribute to building feminist sisterhood and 
solidarity as well as growing the movement.

Registration is Open for FiLiA 2025: 
Southern England | October 10–12, 2025
Participate in the largest annual feminist conference 

in Europe! Learn about the latest feminist campaigns 
and get involved in the global feminist movement.

We believe that the work of FiLiA contributes to 
building a global sisterhood which is essential for the 
dismantling of patriarchy. We are enthusiastic about 
women’s liberation and hope that you will join us in 
our revolutionary movement building efforts.

From the FiLiA Lesbian Working Group:
On 3 February, the inaugural meeting of 

the FiLiA Lesbian Working Group was held. 
Lynn Alderson is taking the lead on this 
group and introduced the outline of a plan 
for #FiLiA2025 to have a stream of Lesbian 
events, with continuity across the conference 
weekend, under the banner “Building Lesbian 
Community.”

All of the women contributed thoughts about 
their ideas on community, organizing, and 
what’s been missing. It was felt that we need 
to have a strong presence, particularly from 
working class and Black, minoritized, and mi-
grant women, and expand the range of voices 
we have heard before.

The idea behind the group is to encourage 
Lesbians to organise and take action, and, 
although our herstory is important and can be 
inspirational, we want to think through what 
would help Lesbian activists to organise in 
today’s climate; to understand which tools, 
resources, or training we need; and to focus 
on organising now. We also talked about how 
joyous it is to be a Lesbian, and ways in which 
we can celebrate this.

Please consider including OLOC 
in your will if you have, or plan 
to create, one. Bequests help 
keep us going. Thank you!

https://oloc.charityproud.org/Donate
https://www.filia.org.uk/
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Print readers:
Time to renew? If you receive email 
from us, watch for a reminder there  
and on the mailing labels of your print 
copies.
If you do not receive email, watch your 
mailing label for your renewal date.
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