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YOU DO
HAVE 
THE 
LAST 

WORD!
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Information
◦ Full legal name

◦ Nickname

◦ Birthdate 
◦ Birthplace

◦ City and state of residence at death

◦ Name of significant other

◦ Full names of parents and siblings
◦ Names of those who preceded you in 

death

◦ Names of those surviving

◦ Funeral or memorial details if known 
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Childhood Education Military background Honors and awards Marriage/partnership

Children Grandchildren Employment Extra-curricular 
activities Retirement

Home life Special pets
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How to Write your 
Obituary
◦Name on tombstone
◦How did you make the 
world a better place 
◦How will people remember 
you 
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◦who is the real me? 
◦What are the 
‘temptations,’ 
distractions, or 
possibilities that I 
said ‘no’ to 
◦Who will miss me 
the most 
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Create a 
memorable 

obituary 

Bold

Sentimental

Humorous

Honest
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Write a draft
◦ If I died today, would I die 

happy?

◦ Am I satisfied with the direction 
in which my life is headed?

◦ Am I happy with the legacy I’m 
creating?

◦What’s missing from my life?

◦What do I need to do in order for 
my obituary to be “complete”?
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